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venient for studying the modifications which plane-polarized light undergoes upon reflection or refraction. In a spectrometer (Fig. 81) the collimator K and the telescope F are furnished with nicol prisms whose orientations may be read off on the graduated circles p, /. The Soleil-Babinet compen-
FIG. 81.
sator C is attached to the telescope. Its principal directions of vibration (the principal axes) are parallel and perpendicular to the plane of incidence of the light. 6" is the reflecting or refracting body. Thus the light is parallel in passing through the nicols and the compensator.*
* Since the telescope must be focussed for infinity, the simple Babinet compensator cannot be used. components u, v, which are parallel to the two principal axes of the quartz wedges.
